Sample Reviews Written by Teachers

	Food Review for Crumbs Bakery
I could hardly wait for my first trip to Crumbs bakery. I eat a cupcake at least once a week and I heard from my friends that Crumbs was a good place to visit. I was not disappointed. The cupcakes looked and smelled beautiful, the service was friendly, and above all, the cupcakes were moist and sweet.

One of the first things you will notice about Crumbs bakery is the sweet smell of cupcakes and the beautiful display cases. I opened the door, noticed the familiar smell of vanilla and chocolate, and was instantly reminded of the birthday parties of my childhood. Then, I moved over the large glass cases and saw a huge variety of large cupcakes. Crumbs sell colorful cupcakes like vanilla with rainbow sprinkles or rainbow M&Ms. They also sell several chocolate varieties. Gazers can choose from Chocolate Bomb, Snickers, Devils Food, Oreo, and Chocolate with Cookie Dough. There are often specialty cupcakes like carrot cake, red velvet, Boston Cream, and Key Lime. The variety ensures everyone will find something to enjoy!

The staff at Crumbs works quickly to get you your cupcakes. The bakery is a small narrow space with seating for about 15 people and the staff wants everyone to enjoy their experience.  Whether a dad is getting a dozen cupcakes to go for a birthday party or if two friends want to sit and enjoy a sweet treat, the customers are greeted with a smile and quickly moved down the sometimes long line. The wait is never more than a few minutes and if your favorite cupcake seems to be sold out in the case, the staff will check the back bakery racks in the hopes you will be satisfied.

The flavor and texture of the Crumbs cupcakes is unmatched at any other upper west side bakery. The cakes are always moist and flavorful. The filled cupcakes have just enough filling to surprise you and the frosting is creamy but not too sweet. 
If you like sweet treats, you will definitely want to make the trip to the upper west side for Crumbs cupcakes. The smells, the service and the taste will make you want to say, “When are we coming back here again?”    

Book Review for Pinky and Rex and the Bully 
Pinky and Rex and the Bully, written by James Howe, teaches kids an important lesson—be yourself. Pinky, the main character, got his nickname from his love for the color pink and his stuffed animals. He’s got no problem with the name until a school bully begins taunting him and calling him a girl. How will he learn the lesson to stand up for himself and love the person he is?

In the beginning he thought that changing his name back to Billy would be an easy solution. However, his neighbor Mrs. Morgan makes him think twice about his decision. She says, “It's hard to be different, isn't it, Billy? ....But, believe me; it is worse not to be yourself. Don't change for other people, Billy. Other people will come and go in your life. Do what's right for the one person who will always be with you—yourself." Her advice makes Pinky believe that he can stand up for himself and he decides to confront the Bully. 

If you are the kind of reader who enjoys characters that have to make tough decisions this is the book for you. Pinky and Rex and the Bully is good for kids who want to talk about bullying and watch a character make a tough choice. You’ll be sure to enjoy Melissa Sweet’s illustrations that show Pinky’s expressions and emotions.

The Pinky and Rex series is well-loved by many second graders. Check out other books in the series like Pinky and Rex and the School Play.
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