Homework 1-15-A

Bringing Out the Internal Story  

Writers, in another few days we will hold our first Author Celebration of the year. You could say that we are approaching our first deadline, then. For me, however, the word deadline is all wrong. When I know I need to hurry and make my writing ready for publication, I feel as if I’ve been given not a deadline, but a lifeline. Tonight is one of your last chances to add more to the heart of your story, so spring to life! In your writer’s notepad, take time to try one final, best-in-the-world draft of just the heart of your story.

Take a key moment in the story. Begin by timelining that episode on the page or across your fingers or in your mind. The manner in which you do this doesn’t matter but it does matter that you recall the step by step, moment by moment sequence of events. Now recall how the story started. Where, exactly, were you and what, exactly, were you doing? Make a movie in your mind and record the start—write what you said, what you did. Then continue writing the movie as it spins out in your mind, but this time remember to use words that access the internal as well as the external story. Write, I thought . . . I noticed . . . I remembered  . . . I wanted to say . . . 

Bring this to school, of course, and you’ll have a chance to insert it into your draft.

Homework 1-15-B
Bringing Forth the Internal Story

Today many of you found what you decided were the most important parts of your story and developed them further. You added details, dialogue and actions. You tried many things. For homework tonight, I’d like you to try another strategy that writers use to develop the hearts of their stories. 

Writers tell the internal story too, not just what happens to the characters. To tell the internal story, try making another timeline, a timeline to go alongside the one you already made of how a plot unfolds in your story. This time, at each dot on your timeline, write a few words about how you felt inside or what you were thinking at that part of the story. You will probably find out that your feelings or your thinking changed somehow right at the part of the story you’ve chosen as the important part! Try that tonight and see if it’s true. If it is, then you probably want to make sure that change is written into your story, right at the important part. Give it a try!

Homework 1-15-C
Bringing Forth the Internal Story 

For the last week or so, we’ve been working on choosing and nurturing our seed idea and revising it. Even though lots of our writing energy is going into this one piece, it’s still very important for you to continue to gather stories in your notebooks. 

Tonight, I want you to fill a page in your writer’s notebook. Make sure you include the internal action of the story – what you were thinking and feeling. We know that writers bring their readers closer to the story by including thoughts and feelings, so tonight try that yourself. 

You might also reread other entries to see if there are any places where you need to add more internal thinking and feeling.
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